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Some Naval Ppoblems.

It is asignificant fact "that so far there
been no protest in any important
! against Secretary MEYER'S plan
¢ the navy.

'here is objection, but it does not ap-
P upon'the surface, certainly not in
fomgress. This is because Mr. MEYER
not asked Congress for any legisla-
in that respect. He has kept within
Inwiul rights, under advice of the
srney-General, and Congress is ap-
content to let him solve hisown
7 in his own way andto postpone
tive action until he shall ask

= r Hare's declared hostility to
construction of two new battleships
nothing in the world to do with Sec-
MgyYER'S reorganization scheme
cannot be regarded as bearing
it, even remotely. Senator HaLm
o in the interest of economy as he

#ees it, and since he is chairman of

! pro| ions Committee and chief of

Committee on Public Expenditures
obvious that his attitude will affect
legislation. Nor is it incon-
ble that he has in mind she Gov-
‘ernment's docking facilities as they are

ik present and promise to be for some
&' to come. Mr. HoLLYDAY, Chief
the Bureau of Yards and Docks, says
“his that the New York Navy
“will be able_to accommodate
; t vessels,” but he merely
: The dock to which he
“will be able” to take care of our
ships when it is finished, per-
p%; bt ' when will that be? In his an-
M report Secretary MEYER refers to
‘No. 4, but only to urge measures
its completion. Money to that end

~ and a few industrious quicksands. It
I not a structure; it is a conundrum,
¢ h for the accommodation of
h warships as we have taken to build-
" . . img within the last few years the Govern-
" ment has no docking facilities at its dis-
, and they would have to be sent to
m'hu-ymhhwhhhmymc
@re to be built for any repairs of a se-
rlous nature—Fore River, Philadelphia,
Newport News, and 80 on.
. Mr. MEYER'S plea in respect to Dock
Xo, 4 at New York is timely. It is more
than that, however; it is cowprehen-
sively suggestive. What are we %o do
‘with 26,000 ton vessels unlgss we are pre-
to take care of them in time of

we build can be sent back to their
for repairs; but that is not
the arrangement, contemplated
our navgl scheme, and Mr. HaLm
well base his objections to whole-
_sale” expansion upon that hypothesis.
~ Whether he does or not we have no
means of knowing. But there is no sort

doubt that the Government needs

. 'The

with the ships or with the docks. There
another question, but that is high up in
he air: How do we know that mere
¢ gize and weight make anything for mili-
¢ ?rymcy?

i

The Worm Turns.

The remarkable outbreak of crude
i .groticiam whioh has marked the stories
s written by women and by very young
e dmen for a few years past in England
el at length aroused rather tardy
T - onstrance. The great circulating
aries, on which the British public
1l depends for its reading, have grown
jied of the complaints from decent

that books are sent into their

compared with which the yellow
eovered French novels of a generation
ago are innocent Sabbath school tales,
They have asked the publishers to send
them advance sheets of their publica-
tions, intifnating that they will not or-
der books belore they have had ‘them
read carefully.

In taking this action they disclaim
' any intention of acting as censors of
~* literature. Their grounds are purely
. commercial; their subscriters have
.« taken offence, and they have in conse-
¢ '* quence suffered considerable loss. To
; obviate further harm the decision has
‘been taken that in future “we will not
in circulation any book which, by
yeason of the personally scandalous,
llous, immoral or otherwise dis-
le nature of its contents, is in
i opinion likely to prove offensive to
gny considerable section of our sub-
" geribers.” The , apparently,
i moknowlodge thg reasonableness of the
i" braries’ demand and are ready to
sgomply with it,

f '5 The scandalous memoirs of a woman
@l title and an ill natured piece of verse

That they will carry_out the wide
scheme of exclusion that they announce
without making many blunders or sub-
jecting themselves easily to ridicule is
impossible. Neither will they interfere
with the sales of the hooks objected to.
Their mistakes, however, like the absurd
exclusions sometimes made in our own
public libraries, will be of little account
compared with the service they may

- | render in keeping bad books from inno-
» | cent readers who would never think of

touching them if they knew beforehand
what they contained.

The Northwest Mounted Police.

There is probably no novelty in their
experience in western Canada that Am-
erican settlers on the wheat lands appre-
ciate more than the red ooated mounted

who, if not ubiguitous, is
always within call, allowing for the dis-
tances he must sometimes ride when
wanted, We speak of him as a novelty
because the American farmer on his
own prairies must look out for himself
as a rule—in theory he has police pro-
tection, but he is seldom in a humor to
invoke it and thinks ironically of it as an
sgis. Inshort, he is his own policeman,
and justice is a vague abstraction to
him. ¢
lmniim then how the alien who has
taken his penates aver the line regards
a system of government that gives him
a police protection that makes life safe,
guards property and executes justice
on the wrongdoer, no matter what the
cost. He may well wonder how the
Royal Northwest Mounted Police, in
numbers no stronger than the force in
a second rate American city, can pre-
urveordorandsn!omthohwin.
territory extending from the American
boundary line to the Arctic Circle and
comprising -4 million and a half of
square miles. There are only a thou-
sand of this constabulary, and yet there
has never been a lynching in its vast
jurisdiction, and no criminal can feel
security within it or beyond it. It has
ocourred to us in reading an article
about this famous corps in the Decem-
ber Century, by Miss AaNES DEaNs
CAMERON, that the protection whioh the
settler has is as much moral as physical.
Their motto, “Maintien le droit,” the
trooper renders “Go where you are
sent.” He tries to do what heis told to
do, and exercises his discretion when
in doubt. Tt is true that the private
or officer of the Northwast Mounted
Police is a soldier as well as a police-
man, but he is more than both; he isthe
law, and he has a tradition of unflinch-
ing bravery and a glorious prestige to
nerve his arm. He is not supposed to
count numbers, or weigh diffioulties, or
consider hardships. Canada expects
him to do his duty, nog only “this day"”
but every day. He doesn't perform it
because he is well paid or will be praised
for his energy and courage. He re-
ceives 60 conts a day, and “it is the boast
of the service that they seldom get into
print." The Blue Books are the hleak-
est chronicles, and you find npthing
about the Royal Northwest Mounted
Police in publications like the Btates-
man’s Year Book. The force passes
for a sort of foreign legion, and while it
is true that the aristoorat as well as the
lumberjack and the cockney is on its
rolls, it recruits from all Canada too.
The qualifications are: 22 to 40 years of
age, § feet 8 inches in height, wejght not
over 175 pounds, physical soundness,
ability to ride and groom a horse, and
a certificate of good character. Insuch
a country the powers of a command-
ing officer are necessarily wide, almost
arbitrary. Thus Major CONSTANTINE
tells the story of his duty in the Yukon
fourteen years ago:

“The thermometer ahowed 70 degrees beiow.
We had bus five hours daylight, with candies at
$1.00 aplece, $120 3 box. | was commander In
chief, chie! magistrate, home and foreign secre-
tary. Three tables furnished my room, with &
different kind of work on each of them. 1 walked
from one to the other 1o rest. It was the end of
July when 1 got there, and before the middle of
November we had bullt nine houses, oue of them
seventy-five feet long. We cut and squared gl
the timber ourselves. Yes, our shoulders geot
raw."”

In a sense every private in the force
may be called upon to act as commander
in chief, magistrate and home and for-
eigngsecretary. He must be postman
and physician for the settler, some-
times fireman; he must make arrests
on his own responsibility anywhere,
guard the timber reserves, make
weather reports, collect crop figures,
account for new settlers, look after
stray stock, keep order in the mining
camps, and at all times act as detective
and criminals. An American
who killed his “partner” in the Lesser
Slave Lake district was run down as
far south as Laredo, Tex., convicted and
hanged, at a cost to the Dominion Gov-
ernment of $30,000, A Loucheux Indian
‘who abandoned his two year old child
to die beyond the Aretic Circle was
tracked by one policeman, captured and
taken 1,200 miles up the Mackensie River
in & canoe and down by lake and trail
to Regina. Chief Piaror, defying the
Government and camping with his tribe
in the path of the Canadian Pacific
track layers, was awed into submission
by two redcoats, absolutsly alone, who
kicked down the key poles of tent after
tent after giving the chief fifteen min-
utes to remove them. One of the stories
we like best of the efficiency of the
Northwest Mounted Police is that told
in a report of Corporal C. HoaG of the
suppression of a “bad man” in a mining
camp at North Portal:

“Om the \7th Instans 1, Corparal Hooo, was
called w0 the hotel to quiet a disturbance/ The
room was full of ~owboys, and one MomAamayw,
or Cowbhoy Jack, was carrying & gus and poluted
it at me, against sections 105 and 100 of the Orim-
Inal Code. We struggied, Finally 1 got hiw
handcufed and put bim inside. Tlis head being
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other deaih in Camadian Netory. All of which
1 bave the Letor to repory.”

It seems that the corporal’s tunio was
spoiled by the cowboy's bloed and much
furniture was broken. W¢ have also &
tenderness for the youngster dying in a

I blismard who had soribbled on a page

torn from his pocket diary: “Lost.
Horee dead. Am trying to push ahead.
Have done my best.® Corporal CONRADI,
remonstrated with for riding off to the
relief of a family seemingly hemmed
in by a prairie fire, shouted back,
“You can’'t call a thing impossible till
you try,” and saved the family. “He is
a brave man. I shall pever forget his
,* wrote the settler to head-
quarters. We don't suppose that the
men of this splendid police are physi-
oally braver than other men, although
they are picked for their looks, but it
seems to be that the esprit de corps
which they feel causes them to compete
with one another in achievement and
makes them scornful to hesitate or show
the white feather in the presence of
danger. Their obedience to orders be-
comes as natural as drawing breath,
Thus they are remarkably efficient and
wopderfully confident. When Miss Can-
ERON, who knows them by close obeer-
vation, says that “on the margin of
every page of the unwritten history of
this great lone land the figure of the soli-
tary horseman is vignetted” it is some-
thing more than figurative language.

Rouen’s Millennium.

. Rouen is a very pieasant town. It
has a fine cathedral, which MONET has
painted in every light, and other an-
cient buildings and countless historical
associations that attract travellers, it is
beautiful in its situation in the Seine
Valley, it has industries and
that have kept it alive, and it been
looked at by more foreigners probably
than any provincial town in 3
Lying as it does in the main WAY
between England and America and
Paris, few are the persons who have
not at least stopped over a train to get
a glance at the Cathedral, the Clock
Tower, 8t. Ouen and the other old build-
ings, and the spot in the old market-
place where JOAN OF ARC was burned.

If Duke WinLiaM's successors had
ohosen to stay in his capital instead of
settling in the England he had con-
quered, Rouen might now perhaps be a
combined London and Paris. As history
willed it, the old town, which had been
an important centre for a thousand
years at least before the Normans came,
continued as the capital of a rich and
powerful province for another thousand
years. There was a Normandy till the
French Revolution split up the land into
meaningless administrative units that
would make an end to local patriotism;
but the natives of the old province re-
tain their oharacteristics still; they are
still sensitive to the gibes of other
Frenchmen on the peculiar qualities
attributed to them, shrewdness, hard-
beadedness, a love for sharp bargains;
they are still proud of the glories of the
old province, and Rouen is still to them
and the rest of France the capital not of
the department of Seine-Inférieure, but
of the Duchy of Normandy.

The municipal council of Rouen has
just decided to hold a historical celebra-
tion in the old town, and the date it has
selected, the thousandth anniversary of
the settlement of the Normans in Nor-
mandy, is one of the few noted in the
histories as a turning point. With the
Emperor CHARLES the Simple’s yielding
to force and recognizing the Northman
pirate chief R01.L0 as Duke of the prov-
ince he had conquered, in the year 911,
they mark the end of the Western em-
pire of CHARLEMAGNE and the begin-
nings of the modern nations. That last
migration from the North wae the most
romantio of all; to Britain and Iceland,
and perhaps America, to Russia in the
East, to France and Sicily, and thence
to Jerusalem and Constantinople.

Strong rulers were the Northman
chiefs after they had made up their
minds to end their wanderings and
settle in the fair land of France, and
they beld their Duchy of Normandy
secure while the CAPETS were struggling
to keep together their little kingdom in
the Ile de France. Romance and legend’
grew around their names before and
after WrLLIAM'S conquest of England,
and RICHARD the Fearless and ROBERT
the Devil have held their own in folk-
lore with RIcHARD the Lionheart. Nor-
mandy was the prize for which England
and France struggled for centuries till
the Maid of Orleans freed France from
her enemies and the Channel Islands
alone were left to Britain as a reminder
of her Norman lords’ posseasions. And
after the union with France Normandy
always had her honorable share in
French history.

If the English fashion for pageants
should cross over to France, Rouen with
its long history has material enough
for one that should interest Englishmen
as much as Frenchmen. Whatever
tehape the celebration takes, even if it
be an exposition, it will be worth attend-
ing. It will elicit, undoubtedly, further
demonstrations of friendship between
English and French, and at any raie
should make English and American
travellers stop long enough really to
see an attractive town that they usually
only rush through.

Tragic Testimony.

The power of compacting into the
narrowest area of language the fullest
expression of opinion has always be-
longed to CHARLES W, ELIOT, president
emeritus of Harvard University. From
the news columns of the Evening Posl
we extract the following characteristic
explanation made by Dr. ELior.of the
Massachusetts rejection of the direct
primary:

* First. nobody llked the direct primary sys-
tem—-nobody thought It was & good system.
Secondly, it was expensive. Thirdly, 1t afforded
the public no meams of reslsiing the bosses.

activity of the machine: lndeed, it strengthened

the hold of the machine on the party.”
Hitherto Dr. ELior has borne an hon-

orable part and enjoyed a respectable

place in public opinion, Is it not sad
to see a man, full of years and honors,
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Fourthly. It afforded ne means of prevenoting | .

g0 down 10 verlasting disgrace thus
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sngels’ Independence of thought and
of action, civic consoiance and a eense of
duty, all there he has long possessed.
What can be sadder than the present
tragedy, the present renuneiation of
light for the szervice of darkness by
CHAnLES W, ELiOT?

Nothing can be more pitiable than the
spectacle of a man, long respected in &
whole nation, sacrificing the esteem of
his fellow men merely for the sake of
telling the truth; solely to gratify a
whim of intellectual honesty. Fortu-
nately direct primaries will not suffer
as a result of this tragedy; its merit is
too well established, its virtue too gen-
erally accepted to suffer dimination
from such an attack. It is Dr. ELior
who must bear the sad but not unjust
consequences. Yesterday a figure in-
spiring respect in a whole nation, to-
day he is less than a Wadhams,

1t Is evident now that the ment s
s R R R

Secretary Kvox is finding the Nicar-
aguan problem rather more intricate than

it appeared at first.
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The operators of heavier than air flying
machines have become sufficiéntly expert
to provide almost an accident a day.

——————————

A THEOLOGIAN'S RETORT.

| ——y e
Supernatural Reiigien Net Out of Date
and the Bible Still & Revelation.

To Tax Epitom or Twr Sux—S8ir: Mr.
Goldwin Smith will undoubtediy be amused
when he reads Mr. Lindengreen’s sym-
posium on the Bible printed in TRk Sux of
November 20, in answer to his question,
“What is the Bible?" A past master in dia-
lectica himself, he will marvel to learn that
“dialectics is an artificial imitation of logic”
and that “its purpose is to defend error and
falsehood.”

In his long and busy life I feel quite
sure that Mr. Smith has never happened
upon such a tautological thing as an “arti-
ficial imitation.” Furthermore,-1 feel sure
that up to the present he has always thought
that dialectios is logic; or as the Standard
Diotion puts 1t:  “Logio in general,
especially as used in debate.” Certainly
he never knew before that dialectios meant
“evading the point,” “answering questions
by asking questions,” “confusing the mean-
ing of terms,” the use of “accusations and
vituperations,” &c. Mr. Lindengreen is
evidently the victim of an idea of his own:
and with that idea all things else must be in
accord. Where, [ should like to know, is
that “real church history” with which he is
®o familiar? Where that marvellous beok
written by one who is not a “fanatic and &
religious enthusiast“? His “true history"”
tells us thet “theology is nothing but
Suesses” and that the “erystallizations of
theological controversy are nothing but mis-
representations of the Rible”; that “old
fashioned theology is nothing but traditions
of men and washings of pots-—contrary to
wclence as well ag’ to the Bible.”

Clear away all this stubble and over-
growth of dogma and theology, and presto!
the way lies clear before us to the “true in-
terpretation of God's revelation to man-
kind"; and “with the assistanee of science”
we bhall behold the “true interpretation of
life and of the preblems of existence in ac-
cord with the Bible."

Mr. Lindengreen has evidently made clear
the way to his own satisfaction. It would
be interesting to lsarn from him what is
his interpretation of life and how he solves
the problems of existenoce, particularly so
A to make them fit "in accord with the
Bible.” Spencer and Huxley, whom he
Quotes, did considerable ghinking and de-
molishing{along these same lines: but they
never did much vepstructing: they never
found much to replace what was thrust
aside. The way beyond led but to dark-
ness and distrust. There was no light
gleaming in the distance, no hope ahead.
Very unbiblical all thie, but evidently our
friend sees further and better. HMHis read-
ings into history and theology have evi-
dently but touched the surface of certain old
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REAL ESTATE ASSESSMENTS.

—————
Nlominating Fvidences of the Assensors®
Jurdicial Semse.

To Tax EpiTor or Ta® SUN—Sir; I can
name ten owners of New York city real
estate of considerable area and value who
would very'glad to have their valuations
raised use it would secure a larger loan,
yeot they do not wish to ask for the increase
as they do not know how high the asnesnory
might put it. I know of other cases of in-
terest. In one an assessor was insulted at
& theatre box office, and that insult ten

For many months after the

of the Conastitution there was &
among the leaders of the new Turkey

the work of regeneration should be
through off their own bat. The patriotic
current set so stroagly that it was thought
possible to make meny changes that
were necessary without the help of outside
experts; but this is gquite manifestly
impossible. The really capable men among
the Young Turks are few in number. Most
of them have lived the best part of their

they had at beart, but in mo position to
gather the experience needed to " reform
and to govern a great oountry., Their
brothers in Turkey were nearly all oficers
in the army, but with military training as
the sole scheel threugh which they have
passed; and of these many lost their
livea last April. The only men who bad had
any experience in administrative work
were of the old régime and tainted with
suspicion. [t has been necessary to retain
& large number of these in their various
posts, and this fact may explain the slow-
ness with whioh the work of purification
has gone forward. It will be many years
hefore a body of competent officials is
oreated, and their number must be very
large coneidering the size of the empire.
The work done se far has been concentrated
upon Constantineple and a few points in
European Turkey. Nothing has yet been
done for the vast empire in Asia, where
also the task is complicated by ather difi-
culties; but without the help of outeide
counsel and aid I feel convinced nothing
lasting ean be effected. Administrative
efiiciency, as we understand it in the West,
can never be at home in the East; only an
approximation to it is possible, for the
East vacillates continually between abject
servility and freedom from all restraint
other than that of custom. The

does not put himself easily under the vigor-
ous discipline which modern conditions
seem to demand, nor is this diacipline apt
to be demanded of him by his superiors,
If Turkey is to become a modern State
an approximation to modern administra-
tive methods will be necessary. For this
forelgn aid is necessary, and the Young
Turks seem to appreciate the necessity,
having called European advisers into several
of the administrations.

Will this suffice? The complaint is
heard on al! sides that the propér function
aries are not forthcoming. The Wali of
Damascus is the latest to make it to
me. It is all very well to have European
advjsers in Constantinaple, but if the ofcfaie
are wanting in the provinces to carry out
the policies of the central Government of
what use are the advisers? The succeas of
England in reforming Egypt was due quite
as much to the body of officials who carried
out the directions of Lord Cromer as to the
Pritish Consul-Gieneral himself. If a body
of competent European officials could be
sent into the various districts the work
would go ahead quickly. As things are
now conditions in Asia Minor and Syria are
for the moment slightly worse than they
were before the proclamation of the Consti-
tution. The power of the Governors has
been crippled in eorder te prpvent their
misuse of these powers. Centralization at
Constantinople is even more consolidated
than it was before and there all proposals
are apt to be held up for a long time in order
that they may pass through the various
stages demanded by the Constitution.
Formerly a well intentioned governor
might go uitra mres, impose & tax for the
repairing of a road and have the imposition
confirmed by special irade. Of course the
procedure was irregular, but something,
at least, was done. At present there is no
sign (hat anything is being done. The
eountry east of Constantinople geems to be
in the condition of suspended animstion.
Quite recently various Ministers have gone
outside of Constantinople on a teur of in~
apection to various towns in western Asia
Minor. Such a course is quite novel in the
history of Turkish administration, but it can
be.- confined within a small radius, 1t
will take from fifteen to twenty years before
a responsible body of oMcials is trained,
and during this time 1 am afraid very little
change can be effected in the greater out-
lying districts of the empire.

For the moment my desire has been to
find out what has been accomplished In
the central Government!. There the work
of regeneration has been proceeding from
the top to the bottem. After the change
of Sultan and the reorganization of the
Ministry the various departments have
been taken in hand. Under the old system
none of the duties even of heads of depart-
ments was olearly defined. An Ambassa-
dor had to present himeelf at the Palace,

Ye | at the Grand-Vizierate and at the Ministry

of Foreign Affairs. In the same manner
the Ministries of the Interior and of Public
Works were continually crossing swords
over questions that have heen relegated
deflnitely to one or the other, and the Grand
Vizier had his finger in the pie as well.
The question of the rerignation af the Arme-
nian Patriarch, which has been agitating
Conatantinople for some time, was taken
up both by the Minister of Justice and by
the Grand Vizier—to the evident compiica-
cation of the whole situation. The duties
of the various Ministries are now being
clearly deflued, and Mehmed V. has given
orders that the Palace shall in future keep
entirely outside of all peolitice—a most
#alutary measure, in view of the history
of Abdu!l Hamid’s reign,

This proper division of executive power
i going hand in hand with & €
of the central authority. Mohammedan
States in the past have all suffered from
too extended a delegation of power to

vincial Governors. As long as the
ribute or revenue flowed into the coffers
of the Caliph or Syltan little concern was
exhil for the welfare of the provinces
or fof the means employed by the Gov-
ernors to exact the taxes. This caused the
ruin of the Caliphates of Damascus and
Bagdad and of the mumerous other States
that were founded upon the débris of these
emplres, It has heen the cankerworm
that has eaten into the Turkish empire,
80 that it has become denuded of some of
ita most favored provinces. The advent
of the railroad and the telegraph will sim-
plify what was formerly almost impes-

ocost that theatre sible. Abdul Hamid knew this, but his
E‘u n’l’ﬁ;hﬂu was - AR~ insane fear of plotting and assassination
r ku & ‘lmennd an o restricted the hlessings of civilisation to
{ ou.‘ now & the narrowest compass and to the
tax o A or ...i of his own private ends. With the mere
ocost Juse g -: settied elﬂ:u“-l -
i o &k‘.m ‘):y‘:mu ove a great de
low ns of ¢ ..rt""a.u:‘mmun-ofrdlwmmj
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The Woman on a Pedestal. m.mu :
TO T&S EpiToR or TRS Sux—Sir: The asti- | The proposal has aiso
suffrage theory of the womaen on & pedestal has | the inlquitous system of farming out the
seidom been better taken off than in the following | rqyenue. If this can be done and a settied
Hpes ontitied :‘OMMMM ™= | financial control established, the “Pasha-
:nw'mﬂ v an English suffragist: wirthachaft,” as the Germans ¢all it, will
:::mi':nwtn;ruu ceme to an end.
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“{been taken in hand seriously it

|stantineple were so overcrowded that

various Ministries. Wherever this has
has
naturally' oceasioned mugh 1l feeling.
Many of the Government ‘efMées in Con-

there was little wark to be done by esch
individual. Tam dssured that the capital
is filled with* than two thousand
functionaries whoe have fallen unwilling
victims to this housecleaning-a very
dangerous army of discontents who may
at any time preve formidable opponents
to the new régime: but this is a risk
that the Government was bound to run
and which it has acdepted cheerfully,
More serious are the attempts at'econom
made by the Government in the pay-
ment of officials. The whole bakshessh
evil ia traceable to the rpayment
the. non-payment of funotionaries.

salaries, especially in the provinces,
”'mr. vy 'l‘n“:dmb:: »:""m"':.'
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te an official, but that it was & moral
the official's family teo

The most effective reorganization has
taken place in the Ministry of Finance.

Mohammedaniam). He is agsinted by a
nqted French poonomist, M. Laureat, and &
commission composed of Messrs. Joly, Stees,
CGraves, Malosa, Vitalis Efendl, Abdurrah-

delight by Turkish patriots. In addition
M. Joly is working st & system of financial
inspection, and when the new law voted by
Parliament for gathering the taxes is put
into execution it is hoped that there will be
at least 8 10 per cent. increase in the reve-
oues. The law is modelldd upon that
adopted by the foreign commission for the
Macedonian vilayets, and in Macedonia
it realized an increase of 12 per cent.

The Department of Posts and Telegraphs
is dependent upan the Ministry of Finance.
Happlly a Belgian, M. Sterpin, has accepted
the directorship after it had been refused
by Sabah Pasha, the late eficient head of
the post office in Egypt. The reorganiza-
tion here is complicated by the existence
of the foreign post offices in some of the
principal citiea of the empire. As yot
no material change is visible, and it will
take much time before the old conditions
can be reversed, as they surely must be.
There is absolutély no certainty when a
tetter will arrive when once it is put inte
& Turkish letter box. or even whether It
will reach its destination at all. One Sun-
day merning | posted & letter in Pera for
the American School for Girls in Scutari.
Now Boutari is a part of Constantinople,
across the Bosporus on the coast of Asia.
My letter arrived at 3 o'clock on Tuesday
afternoon. Telegrams are alse uncertain,
and arrive at any time the local oMce sees
fit to send them out. If such thi happen
in the capital you can judse what the clr-
cumstances are in other parts of the empire,
but such conditions cught to occasion no
surprise. A letier carrier receives the
munificent salary of forty francs a month.
Other employees are pzil from #0 to
200 franca! The natural resnlt is inarten-
tion to duty and a positive distasie for hard
work. These conditions will continue until
proper salaries are attached evem to the
humblest positiows. The only safe way at
present is to make use of the foreign offices
whenever any exist: where thex do net,
o trust o luck or 1o send & messenger.
The foreign ofMces are of course & pricking
thorn in the side of the Young Turks, just
as are the Kuropean capitulations. it
is easy to see that their ameur propre
is compromised, as both areé too evidert
signs of administrative inferierity, but
It would be absolute folly on the part of
the European Governments te waive their
postal privilegea—which are not only a
source of income but a necessity--uutil a
radical change is evident in the Turkish
offices and a distinot proof aflorded of
more administrative eMaiency.

In the customs department an English-
ma&a, Mr. Crawford, has been attached to
the director, Sirl Bey, as counselior. The

results of their gombined efforts are said | |

to be quite satisfectory, as the receipts
have increased as much as 17 per cent.
The incresse of the tax om imports
from 11 to 16 per cent. geems assured, as
a1l the Powers have given their consent.
This further success tends measurably te
fncrease the prestige of the Young Turk
leaders, though it will tend to heighten
still further the cost of living as so many
of the necessities of life have to be imperted.
There are many anonvhlies in the Turkish
customs laws which sirike the stranger
&8s very peouliar and which demand recti-
fication in some way. A peculiar instance
may be cited in regard to tobacco. Expor-
tation of this to non-Ottoman countries is
free of all duty. but to those which really
or only nominally are a part of the empire
it Is burdened with a tax. Now, of the
40,000,000 kilogrammes produced vearly
the greater part goes to Egypt. Upto 188
this had to pay a duty of ome piastire
& Lilogramme: in 1596 the duty was incveased
to three piastres; but both Gireece and
Hungary export tobicco to Egypt, and as
this pays no outgoing duty it can compe

sanceossfully with that ing fromn Turkey,
Egypt is-alse beginning to grow its own
tobaoco, and Turkey has lately been forced
to reduce its outgoing duty to one and &
hall piastres,

parts.

There are two Sitate departments in which
more than inary difficulties are en-
countered, use their modernization is

ectad; | bound to run counter to réligious preju-

dices and to social customs which have been
obser
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Unfortunately this
a religious sanction,
usceptibilitien of the pious are apt
aggrieved and & weapon given to the
tionaried with which to strike at the Y
Turks.
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Javid Pasha, the Minister, belonga to the
Donmeb of Baioniea (Jewish cenveirts (o

man Bey and Atha Bey. Javid has taken
into his office the best men traimed in the
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Mohammedan law; Turkey follows the g.
called Hanefite development. Talaat By,
Minister of the Interior, has had the curiguy
fdea that this harmonization can be brought

and selecting those points that agree beg
with medern requirements! But it is goy
in Ita individual ensctments that any oge
form of Mohammedan law is at fault, |
is so in its spirit, which places the nop.
believer ip a status of inferiority as regards
the acceptability of his testimony before
the law. Unless the spirit of Islam hgy
changed in this respect a radical reorgaai.
zation of justice is impesaibie.

It is true that the capitulations and other
decrees consalar law courts
and the invielabllity of the domicile of g
European are sirange anomaties in a modeny
State; but it is the ressoned judgmen;
of all pon-Turks with whom X have spokea

pe
Judge'sown faith. Riomarp Gerrmen
Dasascus, Nevember 1.

THE PROBLEM OF LIVING.
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and supply.” The consumers areé increas
ing more rapidly than the producers.
production is not keeping pace with the
growth of pepulation. Each year we pay
& higher price and accept a less excelieat
quality. The present year is worse thas
the last, the next will be worse than the

year will see
that in a few years we will be importing
wheat. President Ryan of the packers
association, that eventually we will bde
jmporting meat.

fet us now study the conditions and
causes. Last year in golpg through the
country | saw many women (some preity
eld ones, too) at work assisting in husking
and hauling in corn, On Inquiry why this
was | was told that it was impossible to
get bands and the farmers were obliged
to put their own families in the fleld. The
bachelor “hired man,” who was formerly a
| member of ibe farmer's family, is rapidly
‘w-.-mnor:nw.mmum
|

tenant house for a married farmband which
is found on every good sized farm ls now
generally vacant or occupied by some one
uot engaged in rarm work. For severs!
years farm helb has each year begn getting
more dificult to obtdin. antil it e said that
& MAD CANDOL DOW SUCT) N
he is “strong handed in hiw own family.”
This condition may not apply  exactly
to all the country, but a scarcity of farm-

extent it is largely due to
@¢ient heln to put both old
into practice. [ think that
the number of men occupied in agriculture
oould be profitably employed on the acre-
age now under cultivation ir the United
States, and easing off of labor in the flelds
would give more time to atiend to poultry,

daify and orchard produots, which are
now rapidl h't=¢ will even-
r
A .\.n.no ion Labor o&
ts allied unions are nsi
for this soarcity of farm \ ey have

eopjured up the vision a eman's
I'to’ph and ht’nlld by this would
rather be out o m::& a ¢
of the time in the ecity 1

t the w th aff
lomo er ‘:h.lll n this
will quate a press
in the daily papers,
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